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once schoolmasters and missionaries. Such, too, was
the opinion in France where a religious ideal was soon
to inspire one of the most astonishing foundations in
the whole history of America.

At that time there lived at La Fleche, where he
filled the honourable function of Receiver of Taxes, a
devoted and charitable man by the name of Jerome
Le Royer, Seigneur de La Dauversiere. The Jesuits of
that city gloried in counting him among the former
pupils of the Royal College where he had studied with
Rene Descartes and some of the first missionaries to
New France. Like so many others, Le Royer had read
the Relations, and the accounts of the voyages of
Champlain. He was the more interested in this reading
because the author of one of the Relations, Father
Charles Lalemant, also had studied at La Fleche when
Le Royer himself was beginning his classical studies.
Married, and the father of a family, the Receiver of
Taxes could not hope to become a missionary, but he
continued to have recurrent dreams of the distant
colony and the desire was strong in him to do some-
thing for the evangelization of the infidel. One day it
seemed to him that God gave him an order to found at
La Fleche a congregation of Sisters of Mercy under the
patronage of St. Joseph. His confessor hastened to
tell him that this was "a pious flight of fancy*5 to which
he must pay no attention, and recommended prudence,
A little later Le Royer claimed that the order had been
repeated, more insistently, and that he was now com-
manded not only to establish the Sisters of Mercy of
St. Joseph at La Fleche, but also to found another
hospital with the help of the same Sisters on the
Isle of Montreal. At this point his confessor was ready